
25-50 Word Abstract:  

This____________ begins by___________________. It goes on to 

_______________________________________________________. 

It ends by_______________________________________________. 



is 
am 
are 
was 
were 
be 
being 
been 

Strong 
action verbs 

is 
am 
are 
was 
were 
be 
being 
been 

Thesis Statement:  Developmental 
Sentences:  

Concluding 
Sentence:  

One format for writing a strong paragraph of argumentation:  

(Optional) 

would be 
should be 
could be 
will be 
may be 
might be 
must be 

(Optional) 

would be 
should be 
could be 
will be 
may be 
might be 
must be 

Do NOT 
add an 
  --ing or 
  --ed verb 



One format for writing a strong paragraph of argumentation:  

Examples: Standardized tests are by far the best way to measure student 
   achievement. 
     Newt Gingrich is the strongest candidate for the Republican 
  presidential nomination.  

                   People who earn more than one million dollars per year  
  should not be expected to pay taxes because they 

                             are the job creators. 

Next Step in the Thesis Statement: (set a context) 
     1. While some people believe that a variety of data and information should 
be used to evaluate students, standardized tests are by far the best way 
to measure student achievement. 

Next Step in the Thesis Statement: (set a context) 
     2. Despite his disreputable personal life and shady financial dealings, 
         Newt Gingrich is the strongest candiate for the Republican presidential 
         nomination.           

Next Step in the Thesis Statement: (set a context) 
     3. Even though the United States is experiencing severe economic distress 
that could be alleviated by taxation equity, people who earn more than one 
million dollars a year should not be expected to pay taxes because they  
are the job creators. 



1.  Ethos: Appeal through the credibility and reputation of the 
 writer/speaker 

2.  Logos: Appeal through logical reasoning 

3.  Pathos: Appeal through emotional response 

                         (These may coincide.) 

Aristotle’s Three Appeals 



Sentence Frames for 
Argumentation 

Use this frames at the outset of your argument to introduce an ongoing 
  debate:  

In discussions of _____________, one controversial issue has been 

___________________________. People who believe____________ 

claim that________________________________. On the other hand, 

those who believe _____________________________ assert that 

______________________________________________________.  

My own view is __________________________________________. 


