Literary Terms
*Setting- the place, time, and environment a story takes place

*Theme- the author’s meaning, message, or point  (Themessage)

*Protagonist- the main character. 

Think pro = for

*Antagonist- the force which works against the main character or protagonist. 

Think anti=against

*Exposition: The Beginning of the story: Introduction (character, setting, conflict)

*Conflict: Main problem or issue: man vs. man, man vs. self, man vs. nature, man vs. society

*Characterization- authors description of a characters behavior or actions that define the characters personality


Ex: Leroy was a evil man who would not hesitate to steal from his own mother

*Climax- the point in a literary work when the tension is at its highest point

*Turning Point: Event that changes the outcome of the story.

Flashback- a scene in a movie, novel or story that takes place before the main story.

Irony- a state of affairs that is the opposite of what one might expect


Ex: It is Ironic that the state swim champ drowned. 

Allusion- a reference to a well known piece of art, music, literature, person, event, The Bible, etc.


Ex: John is the Michael Jordan of  race car driving.

Figurative Language:  Language with a hidden mean.  (ex: It’s raining cats and dogs.)

Dynamic Character- a character who changes during the course of a literary work

Static Character- a character who does not change during the course of a literary work

Hyperbole- an extreme exaggeration   Ex:I’m so hungry I could eat a horse

Symbol- anything that represents something else    Ex: American Flag, Her limousine was a symbol of his power and wealth

Alliteration- repitition of consonant sounds
Ex: The dandelion danced during the day and napped night after night.

Imagery- Language that appeals to any of the five senses
Ex: the warm scent of the apple pie floated through the air

Simile- Comparison using like or as
Ex: Summer vacation is like a dream come true

Metaphor- Comparison not using like or as
Ex: Summer vacation is a dream come true

Personification- Giving human-like qualities to inanimate objects
Ex:  the guitar sang a melody that danced through the room

Foreshadowing- Author’s hints at events to come

