
Parenthetical Citations

-In most cases, the parenthetical citations include the author's last name and the 
specific page number for the information cited.

-Used to credit and acknowledge any external sources used within a document 
(unless the material cited is considered general knowledge). 

-The parenthetical citations direct readers to the full bibliographic citations 
listed in the Works Cited, located at the end of the document. 



An Example:  In Lord of The Flies, a dark mood is created by describing the 
temperature of the lake as “warmer than blood” (Golding 24).

-Notice that the direct quote is in quotations.

-The author’s last name and the page number where the quote is found go inside 
the parenthesis.

-The parenthesis go OUTSIDE of the Quotation marks.  The citation is not 
part of the quoted material.

-Punctuation goes OUTSIDE the parenthesis! (standard grammatical rule)



-Quotations may be incorporated into the sentence. 

An Example:  A dark mood is created by the words “warmer than blood” (Golding 
24), which describe the temperature of the lake.

-Or they may be separate sentences altogether.

ALS is a degenerative disease. “The Symptoms of ALS are caused by the death of 
motor neurons in the spinal cord and brain” (Johnson 212).



Always mention the author's name—either in the text itself or 
in the parenthetical citation—unless no author is provided.

If the author's name is mentioned in the text: 
If the author's name is used in the text introducing the source material, then 

cite the page number(s) in parentheses:

Branscomb argues that "it's a good idea to lurk (i.e., read all the messages 
without contributing anything) for a few weeks, to ensure that you don't 

break any of the rules of netiquette" (7) when joining a listserv.



Always mention the author's name—either in the text itself or 
in the parenthetical citation—unless no author is provided.

If the author's name is not mentioned in the text: 
If the author's name is not used in the sentence introducing the source 
material, then include the author's last name in the parenthetical citation 
before the page number(s). Note that no comma appears between the 

author's name and the page number(s).

The modern world requires both the ability to concentrate on one thing and 
the ability to attend to more than one thing at a time: "Ideally, each individual 
would cultivate a repertoire of styles of attention, appropriate to different 
situations, and would learn how to embed activities and types of attention 

one within another" (Bateson 97).



Always mention the author's name—either in the text itself or 
in the parenthetical citation—unless no author is provided.

If there is more than one work by the same author:  
If a document uses more than one work by an individual author, include an 
abbreviated form of the title of the work in addition to the author's name 

and relevant page number(s). Separate the author's name and the title 
with a comma:

Hypertextuality makes text borderless as it "redefines not only beginning 
and endings of the text but also its borders—its sides, as it 

were" (Landow, Hypertext  79).



Always mention the author's name—either in the text itself or 
in the parenthetical citation—unless no author is provided.

If no author is identified: 
If a source does not include an author's name, substitute for the author's 
name the title or an abbreviated title in the text or parenthetical citation. 
Underline the title if the source is a book; if the source is an article, use 

quotation marks:

The use of Customer Relationship Management (CRM) systems has grown 
substantially over the past five years as companies attempt to adapt to 

customer needs and to improve their profitability ("Making CRM Work").


