
SOAPSTONE
TECHNIQUE FOR READING COMPREHENSION 
AND MORE EFFECTIVE WRITING:



SOAPSTONE

▸ SOAPSTONE is an acronym to help you determine 
important aspects of a piece of writing. 

▸ acronym: (n) an abbreviation formed by the first letters of 
other words, and pronounced like a word. NASA, DARE 
etc.



SOAPSTONE-

▸ S: Speaker- The person telling the story. 

▸ O: Occasion- The time and place of the story. 

▸ A: Audience- The people the piece is directed to. 

▸ P: Purpose- Why the piece was written. 

▸ S: Subject- The piece’s topic and content. 

▸ Tone: Tone- The attitude of the author.



SPEAKER

▸ Who is telling the story?  

▸ What do we know about this person? (Age, gender, 
education, background, biases and beliefs). 

▸ The author and the speaker are not necessarily the same 
person.



OCCASION

▸ Is the piece a memory, speech, journal entry?  

▸ When and where is the piece given? 

▸ What is the cause? What event inspired the piece’s 
creation?



AUDIENCE

▸ Who is the piece directed towards? 

▸ Is it one person,  a small or large group?  

▸ How does the audience affect the writing? Is it a formal or 
informal piece?



PURPOSE

▸ What is the reason the author wrote the piece? 

▸ How does the writer want to affect  the audience? 

▸ How does the piece make the audience feel? 

▸ What techniques does the author use to get the point 
across?



SUBJECT

▸ What are the topics discussed? 

▸ Are there more than one subjects?



TONE

▸ The attitude of the author. Serious, sarcastic, humorous, 
dire, light… 

▸ What are the emotions behind the piece? 

▸ Pay attention to word choice, comparisons, imagery… 

▸ The tone may change throughout a piece.



USING SOAPSTONE

▸ While reading, SOAPSTONE can help you identify the 
important elements of the piece, as well as the intentions 
of the author. Take notes and identify each element! 

▸ While writing, SOAPSTONE can help you organize your 
writing and be consistent in your message. Plan each 
element of SOAPSTONE before beginning!


